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Transport chiefs throughout the
region have welcomed new
cash for Midland Metro, bus
services and the M6 / M54
link, but otherwise expressed
deep disappointment at the
Government’s recent transport
funding announcements.

Assembly Chair ClIr Bransby
Thomas commented

“The funding for expanded
Metro and bus services is
welcome, as is the M6/M54
link. A nationwide study of
the practicality of introducing
congestion charging is

also sensible.”

“My biggest criticism is the
lack of support for investment
in the rail network. The West
Midlands is critical to the
national as well as regional
transport network, and
schemes such as the doubling
of track capacity between
Coventry and Wolverhampton
and improvements to New
Street Station must be very
near the top of any rational list
of investment priorities.”

“It is completely unacceptable
that the busiest station outside
London could be closed at
peak times because of
overcrowding, in the very near
future. This is highly likely,
unless the Government acts.”

More roads

The Assembly was also
disappointed that, having
commissioned multi-modal
transport studies from around
the country, the Government has
chosen to focus on road building
as the way out of the problem.

“This looks like a quick fix,
rather than a solution for the
next 30 years, as proposed
by this region,” commented
Clir Thomas.

Clir Roger Phillips, Chair of the
Assembly’s Transport Policy
Partnership and Leader of
Herefordshire Council argued
that the root of the region’s
transport problem lies in key
decisions being taken in London.

“An efficient transport system
is essential for a thriving
regional economy, and has a
significant effect on people’s
quality of life. Major transport
issues can only sensibly be
viewed in a wider context.

“The Regional Transport
Strategy for the West Midlands
does just that. It seeks to
ensure effective and efficient
transport within, to, from and
through this region, which lies
at the heart of the UK’s road
and rail systems.

Our priorities
Priorities identified in the

current draft Regional
Transport Strategy are to:

* Change attitudes and use by
encouraging the use of public
transport, walking and cycling
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along with a corresponding
reduction in the use of the
private car.

« Increase capacity of the
region’s heavy rail system as
the hub of the nation’s freight
and long distance cross
country service networks. This
would include West Coast Route
modernisation, providing two
extra tracks between Coventry
and Wolverhampton and

new underground platforms
at New Street.

« Develop the NEC/M42 area
by extending the Midland Metro
network to serve the Airport
and NEC, capacity
improvements to the M42 and
continuing the sustainable
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development of Birmingham
International Airport.

= Provide a comprehensive
public transport system in the
major urban areas, including
extending the Midland Metro
light rail system to a network of
12 lines and rapid expansion of
bus services in urban areas and
into the surrounding countryside

* Increase road capacity of the
M6/ M5/ M42 motorway box and
other strategic roads, consider
active traffic management and
widening the M6 between
Junctions 11 and 20.

< Develop a network of strategic
park and ride sites linked to rail,
metro, the motorway system
and the trunk road network.
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From the Chair

=

Left to right: Assembly Director Simon Hodgson with

Assembly Chair Bransby Thomas and Vice-Chairs Ben Reid,

Jane Slowey and David Smith

At the AGM of the Regional
Assembly in July | was elected
to succeed Philip Davis as the
Chair of the Regional Assembly.
Like Philip, | am an elected local
authority member of the
Assembly. For seven years |
have been Deputy Leader of
Warwickshire County Council
and last year was the Senior
Vice Chair of the West Midlands
Local Government Association.

At the Assembly AGM |
referred to the sterling work
done by Philip as Chair. | want
to place on record, in this my
first contribution to “Speaking
Out”, thanks and appreciation
for Philip’s major contribution in
leading the Assembly to its
present position.

| believe that effective
partnership working is crucial
for the successful development
of the Assembly as the “voice
of the West Midlands”. | was,
therefore, delighted that one of
my first duties as Chair was to

lead the launch of the new West
Midlands Regional Concordat at
the Assembly conference, ‘The
Future of the Region’. It is clear
that the delivery of the Concordat,
which provides a framework for
effective partnership working, is
the necessary start of the
process. Progress against the
agreed commitments is the
challenge that now faces all of us.

During the next two years | look
forward to working in partnership
with representatives from the
various sectors that make up the
Assembly, and with partners
outside the Assembly to promote
our region. | believe it is essential
that together we provide clear
and coherent representation on
issues of importance to all the
people of the West Midlands.

Regards

Bransby Thomas
Chair, West Midlands
Regional Assembly

Jumbo threat

Dark clouds of uncertainty stil
hang over the controversial
proposal to build a brand new
international airport between
Coventry and Rugby.

The Government’s decision
on the £7bn scheme will not
be known until early 2004

“This is a huge issue and a
massive concern to the
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people of Coventry and
Warwickshire” said Clir Bransby
Thomas, Assembly Chair. “It
has impinged on business life
and on people’s personal lives
for more than a year now, and
some have seen the value of
their homes plummet.
Government needs to realise
that this is a desperately
serious issue.”

page 2

&

INn brief

Advisory Group on Ageing
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In March 2003 a conference “Ageing for all
Regions” was held to discuss the implications of
demographic change for regions and to present
a number of pieces of research into specific age
related issues. This was jointly sponsored by the English
Regions Network and Age Concern England. The
conference featured a “regional table” discussion where
West Midlands representatives proposed that a group to
discuss ageing issues be established as part of the Social
Inclusion Partnership.

Following informal discussions the Advisory Group on Ageing
was established to examine strategic issues and advise the
Assembly and other partners through the Social Inclusion
Partnership. The Group will increase focus on the ageing
dimension and the impact that this has on the West
Midlands region, and will work to reduce prejudice and
ensure a balance between the views of differing age groups.

The Group comprises of representatives from regional
partners, the voluntary and community sector, local
government and health organisations. It intends to start to
raise the awareness of the impact of demographic ageing
by the production of a report identifying key issues for

the region. It is hoped that this will be completed in
December 2003 and will be circulated to developers of
strategy within the region.

For further details contact Dagmar Waller
(d.waller@wmra.gov.uk)

Response to Regional
Economic Strategy Consultation

The Assembly has been actively involved in the
consultation by Advantage West Midlands on
“Delivering Advantage West Midlands Economic
Strategy and Action Plan - Update”. Assembly members
and officers have attended meetings examining different
aspects of the revised economic strategy, including
monitoring progress, the implications for social inclusion,
and implications in respect of Regional Planning Guidance.

A review event was held for Assembly members in July.
It commenced with a summary by Advantage West
Midlands of the main issues raised by the consultation
process to date. This was followed by a number of
discussion groups looking at the vision for the

West Midlands economy, relationships with other
regional strategies, embedding sustainable
development, engagement of regional partners and
monitoring and reporting of progress. Following this a
formal response was made.

Discussions are currently underway with Advantage West
Midlands to identify next steps in the development of the
strategy and it is hoped that the final version of the West
Midlands Economic Strategy will be submitted to the
Assembly in January 2004 for ratification.

For further details contact Dagmar Waller
(d.waller@wmra.gov.uk)



The West Midlands’ first Housing
Strategy has been prepared by
the Regional Housing
Partnership on behalf of the
newly formed Regional Housing
Board which is chaired by the
Government Office of the West
Midlands. This important
document forms an integral part
of the public policy framework
and will help to steer the housing
investment and other decisions
of the Board and a variety of
other housing organisations.

The Strategy seeks to develop
a pattern of investment that
meets the needs and aspirations
of the people of the West
Midlands. In particular it aims to
contribute to:-

Urban Renaissance — helping
to stem migration from the
older urban areas

Rural Renaissance — ensuring
there are opportunities for
people to remain in their local
communities

Providing housing

choice, in order to meet
aspirations and to create the
conditions for growth in the
regional economy

Sustainable housing and
sustainable communities

Priority areas

The Strategy identifies two
main areas for action:

The central housing markets
—involving the Black Country,
Birmingham, Coventry and the
areas most directly influenced
by these markets.

The North Staffordshire
housing markets - which
include Stoke-on-Trent and
the surrounding markets in
Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffordshire Moorlands and
North Stafford.

Also identified as priorities are
the former Coalfields
communities, including
Cannock, North Warwickshire
and Nuneaton and Bedworth,

and the remoter rural areas of

the region, including
Herefordshire, most of
Shropshire and parts of
Worcestershire (although parts
of Staffordshire are classified
as “remoter rural areas”, their
needs will be addressed in the
North Staffordshire housing
markets work).

The challenges faced, in terms
of the severity of the economic
changes and the levels of
deprivation and social
exclusion require intervention
at a regional level.

There is a need to develop a
series of linked Housing
Investment Plans for the four
target areas within the region.
Until these plans are in place
priorities for investment will
relate to the dominant issues:

In urban areas this would
include the identification of
potential demolition, as well as
mixed tenure replacement.

In rural areas this is more
likely to address issues in the
private sector and action to
provide affordable housing.

What Next?

The Strategy highlights the next
steps for the region, including:

The development of Housing
Investment Plans for the four
key areas

The development of regional
homelessness and supporting
people strategies along with
the funding of innovative
projects to meet the longer

term housing needs of asylum
seekers and refugees

Measures to gather data to
ensure a firm evidence base
for the strategy

The development of

clear targets and robust
mechanisms for monitoring
the strategy

Feasibility studies will be
undertaken in each of the four
target areas. The aim of these
studies will be to fund the
development of plans and start
up initiatives.

It is also proposed to host a
series of themed seminars, on
affordability, low demand and
design, as a way of stimulating
action on these themes.

Established by Advantage
West Midlands in response
to the Urban White Paper,
regenWM, based at
Millennium Point in
Birmingham, is one of nine
English Regional Regeneration
Centres of Excellence.

With the goal of increasing
the impact of regeneration
activity in the region,
regenWM will work to
encourage a cultural shift
in the way in which
regeneration is delivered.
In particular, it will:

Ongoing consultation

Critical to the success of the
Regional Housing Strategy will
be the continuing involvement
of officers, members and other
stakeholders in the regional
housing agenda.

Ultimately the success of the
Strategy will depend on effective
partnership working across the
key regional strategies, in
particular Regional Planning
Guidance, Regional Economic
Strategy and Regional Transport
Strategy. The regional planning
team is already working with
members of the Regional
Housing Partnership in order to
strengthen linkages between
planning and housing policy.

For more information contact
Emma Kiteley
(e.kiteley@wmlga.gov.uk)

Encourage collaborative
working across
regeneration groups
and sectors

Define and refine the skills,
knowledge and support
needed to improve
regeneration in the region

Provide a clear route
through the often complex
requirements of
regeneration activity.
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